Divine Mercy Sunday					                                 April 11, 2010 

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church			                         Arlington, Texas
Man Who Died 5 Times Is Becoming Catholic

Thousands to enter the Church at Easter

WASHINGTON, D.C., MARCH 2010 - This Easter, thousands are planning to become Catholic, including a man who almost lost his life five times.

The U.S. bishops' conference shared the story of Jeremy Feldbusch, 30, from Blairsville, Pennsylvania, who is among the thousands preparing to enter the Church Saturday evening. Feldbusch was in the armed services in Iraq, and on April 3, 2003, he was wounded with shrapnel from the conflict, which resulted in blindness in both eyes and traumatic brain injury. He was expected to die shortly after, or if he lived, to sustain extensive brain damage. Doctors put him into a coma with a ventilator for six weeks in order to reduce brain swelling. The medical professionals attempted to remove the ventilator five times, but on each attempt, Feldbusch "died" and had to be resuscitated. On the sixth try, he finally regained consciousness.  

The patient, who had been baptized a Methodist, asked his father, "Why did God take my eyesight?"  His father replied with a different question, "Why did God let you live?"

The bishops' conference reported that through the process of rehabilitation, Feldbusch "began to think that things happen for a reason and resolved to spend his life helping other wounded service members."  He decided to enter the Catholic Church, and will be received on Saturday, the 7th anniversary of his life-changing injury in Iraq.

Growth

The conference press release noted that thousands more will join Feldbusch, with especially high numbers of new Catholics expected in the South and Southwest regions of the United States.  The Diocese of Dallas, Texas, is preparing to receive 3,000 new Catholics. Of these, 700 are catechumens (never before baptized) and 2,300 are candidates (already validly baptized into the Christian faith, but seeking full communion with the Church).  

Also in Texas, the Archdiocese of San Antonio is reporting that 1,112 people will enter the Church. A good number of these are young people, who have already reached the age of reason, including 214 child catechumens and 124 candidates.  The Diocese of Forth Worth in that same state will welcome around the same number of new Catholics. 

The Archdiocese of Atlanta is preparing for 1,800 new Church members, which is the largest group ever recorded for that region, the press release reported.

On the West Coast, the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, which is the largest diocese nationwide, will receive 2,400 new members.

In Seattle, 682 people will be baptized into the Church, and 479 welcomed into full communion. The Archdiocese of Portland, Oregon, will welcome 842 new Catholics.

Other dioceses who are expecting over a thousand new members are: Detroit, Michigan (1,225); Cincinnati, Ohio (1,049); Denver, Colorado (1,102); Arlington, Virginia (1,100); Washington, D.C. (1,150).

In the Archdiocese of Washington, 18 of those preparing to enter the Church are students from St. Augustine School, the oldest African American school in the nation's capital.

The conference communiqué noted that the Catholic Church, which is the largest denomination in the United States, with over 68 million members, has shown a 1.5% increase in membership numbers this past year.

ZENIT, world news from ROME

Stewardship is what
 I do after I say, “I believe.”
April 4, 2010

Envelope Contents			$   23,494
Loose Collection				$     5,244
Credit Cards 		                                $     4,545
Total Collection				$   33,283

Sample Bequest Language
“I bequest to Kevin W. Vann, Bishop for the Catholic Diocese of Fort Worth and/or his successor(s) in office, a corporate sole, the sum of $_____ or _____percent of the residue of my estate for the benefit of [Insert here the name of your parish, school, the Diocese, seminarian education, clergy, Catholic Charities or any other agency or ministry you want to support in the Diocese.]” 

Please notify us or the Diocese when you have named us or the Diocese in your will so we have the opportunity to thank you for your generosity.  

Marriage Banns
Hector Omar Rodriguez & Ilene Quintanilla
Travis Austin Hollman & Frances Lynn Sola
David Q. Ngo & Anne M. Cloud

Votive Lights 
The week of April 11, 2010 
In Loving Memory of Connie & Ed Meffen by Mike & Susan Thomas;
In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart;

The Sanctuary Light for the month of April will burn in Loving Memory of Mary Ellen Byrnes by Michael L. Davidson.  

If you need more information or have questions in regards to votive candles or would like to reserve a candle, please contact Marge Cuff at 817.460.5646 or Cindy Alford in the parish office, 817.274.0643 ext. 223 (calford@smgparish.org).


Mass Schedule/Mass Intentions

Saturday, April 10 – Saturday in the Octave of Easter
Readings:         Acts 4:13-21  Ps 118:1,14-15b,16-21  Mk 16:9-15
  8:00AM	† Harry Kalina by Gene & Mary Dierschke
	Thomas Van Vranken by Pam Nolan
  5:30PM	Parishioners of St. Maria Goretti Church
	Mike Van Vranken by Pam Nolan
Sunday, April 11 – DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
Readings:       	Acts 5:12-16  Ps 118:2-4,13-15,22-24  Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13,17-19  Jn 20:19-31
As Thomas believed because he saw the risen Jesus, so too were many brought to faith through the various signs and wonders wrought by the apostles. They proclaimed as Lord “the stone rejected by the builders” (Ps,) “the first and last of the One who lives.”
  7:30AM         † Harry Kalina by Joan Lynch
	† Doan D. Daniel by her Parents
  9:00AM	† Sr. Edmund Marie Gallagher, O.F.M. by Pat & Ann La Posta
	Aaron Moran by Carol Smith
11:00AM	Willie Dean Chenevert by Alton Brown, Jr. 
	† Rose Dimezza by Principe Family  
  1:00PM	† John Benanti by Leisure Club 
	† Mary Louise Johnson by Alan Carlson & Family

Monday, April 12 – Easter Weekday
Readings:	Acts 4:23-31  Ps 2:1-9  Jn 3:1-8
  8:00AM	† R. B. Rose by S. R. Hughes
	† August & Mary Hickey by Ed & Kay Keglovits
Tuesday, April 13 – Easter Weekday, Martin I, pope, martyr
Readings:	Acts 4:32-37  Ps 93:1-2,5  Jn 3:7b-15  
  8:00AM 	† Harry Kalina by Jim & Edith Kalina
	† Genevieve Kane by Mackie Family
Wednesday, April 14 – Easter Weekday
Readings:	Acts 5:17-26  Ps 34:2-9  Jn 3:16-21    
  8:00AM	† Milli Baranowski by Phyllis Bea 
	† Keith Tompkins by Family
Thursday, April 15 – Easter Weekday
Readings:	Acts 5:27-33  Ps 34:2,9,17-20   Jn 3:31-36
  8:00AM 	Communion Service
Friday, April 16 – Easter Weekday
Readings:	Acts 5:34-42  Ps 27:1,4,13-14  Jn 6:1-15
  8:00AM	† Todd Anish by Family
	† Joe La Posta by Pat & Family

Saturday, April 17 – Easter Weekday
Readings:      Acts 6:1-7  Ps 33:1-2,4-5,18-19  Jn 6:16-21
  8:00AM	† Ross Porter by Eleanor & Family
	† Harry Kalina by Roland & Theresa Kalina
Sunday, April 18 – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Readings:       	Acts 5:27-32,40b-41  Ps 30:2,4-6,11-13  Rv 5:11-14  Jn 21:1-19  
Jesus appears to seven of his disciples among them Peter who proclaims his unfailing love for the Lord.  Jesus commissions him to feed the sheep.  Later, in the face of persecution, Peter and the apostles proclaims the name of Jesus, the Lamb who was slain and who rescues us form death. 
  7:30AM       † Dean Dolejsi by Family
	† Ernest Sonny Cruz by Parents
  9:00AM	† John Benanti by Helen & Mickey Devito
	† Nicholas Poppelriter by Family
11:00AM	† Carlos & Lolita Nogueira-Martins by Daughter & Family 
	† Willie Dean Chenevert by Alton Brown Jr.  
  1:00PM	† Mary Louise Johnson by Dorothy Points
	Parishioners of St. Maria Goretti Church



Divine Mercy Sunday
Divine Mercy Sunday, April 11 - The Blessed Sacrament is exposed for Adoration after the 1PM Mass until 3PM.  At 3PM we will have the Divine Mercy prayers with Benediction.


Thank you Elizabeth Haas!
	Many thousand thanks for the stunningly magnificent dresses you designed and donated, in every color for all the Liturgical Seasons, to St. Maria Goretti Church for The Infant of Prague!  You lavish our parish!  We are grateful beyond words.  Thanks ELIZABETH for your incredulous work.  A multitude of graces be yours.  


You are Invited to Join Why Catholic? 
Why Catholic? is a small group community designed to learn more about one’s own personal faith through the catechism.  If no one has invited you to join a Why Catholic? group, please consider this to be you personal invitation to come and join us. We have sessions in the fall and in the spring, but you can join anytime.  If you would like to sign up please contact John Cox.  
The topic for this coming fall will be: The Celebration of the Christian Mystery: Sacraments.  More information will be given this summer. If you have any comments about Why Catholic?  Please send them to John Cox at: jcox@smgparish.org 

Adult Confirmation 
Adult Confirmation class will be taking place on Saturday, May 8, from 9:00 to 3:00 in the St. Maria Center. If you would like to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation, and have already been baptized in the Catholic faith as well as received Holy Communion, please contact John Cox.  You will need to bring a copy of your Baptismal and First Communion certificate, before receiving Confirmation.
BAN: Victims of Affairs
Extramarital affairs can impact many lives, yet the person reeling from the knowledge of a spouse's affair often feels very alone.  Beyond Affairs Network (BAN) provides a way for people dealing with a partner's affair to meet for mutual support.  Meetings are open to all whose spouse had an affair, whether or not the marriage survived and participants are guaranteed anonymity. Contact email address: arlingtonban@yahoo.com  

Woman’s Guild Installation Dinner
The Woman’s Guild Installation Dinner is to be held April 27 at Shady Valley Country Club.  The Social hour starts at 6PM and dinner will be served at 6:30PM.  Cost for guild members is $12.  Paid reservations required. Mail your payment to Audrey Blaylock, 1309 Canterbury Ct., Arlington, TX 76013 or the Parish Office with the envelope marked “Women’s Guild Installation Dinner.”  Deadline for reservations is April 23.  For any further information, contact Audrey at 817.277.7837.  

Morning Joys Prayer Group--Prayer is Powerful
	We are a group of adults that gather in prayer.  We meet from 10AM-12Noon every Thursday in HFLC St. Francis Room.  If you have a prayer request you would like us to include in our prayers, please contact the office or smgmorningjoys@aol.com.  


Music Ministry
Many thanks to the music ministry for all of the inspiring and uplifting music during Holy Week and Easter!  Cantors, choir members and our organist, Todd Hughes with all your talent and sharing of the time taken to prepare for this week are most appreciated.  We could not do what we do without you.  
Are you interested in joining the Music Ministry?  Contact Freda at fbreed@smgparish.org or by calling the parish office for more information.  There is a place for everyone who wants to contribute their time and talents to the wonderful celebrations here at SMG.  Come join us!
Summer Choir Camp Information and Registration Forms are available on the Church website (www.smgparish.org), in the Church and in the Parish Office.  Choir camp is a wonderful religious, social and communal experience for children ages 8 – 13.  This year’s camp culminates in the presentation “The Tale of the Three Trees”.  Choir Camp will be held June 7 -11, 2010, 8AM-1PM Monday through Friday with the musical presentation on Friday evening, June 11 at 7PM in the Cafetorium.  Registration Fees for the week are $60 per child.  Contact Freda Breed in the Parish Office.

Rosary Ministry	
	The Rosary Ministry is looking for volunteers to lead the community in praying the Rosary for an increase in vocations to the priesthood.  Can you help?  We are in need of Rosary leaders for the Saturday 5:30PM Mass on the 5th Week and the Sunday 7:30AM on the 1st and 2nd Weeks.  Additionally, Rosary leaders lead the Rosary at funerals.  If you can volunteer in the Rosary Ministry, please contact Hank Merbler at 817.653.4096.

Respect Life: 24 hour Help Line 800-545-5935
Suffering From Abortion? Call 817-923-4757 or go to www.racheltx.org
Director: Erika Kalina 817-229-1522

Quarterly Mass, Adoration & Rosary Procession for an End to Abortion in Dallas
On Saturday, April 17, 8:30AM Mass will be celebrated by Fr. Tim Church at St. Jude Catholic Church, 1515 N. Greenville Avenue,  in  Allen followed by Eucharistic Adoration and a Rosary Procession by bus to the North Park abortion center, 8363 Meadow Road in Dallas. We will return to St. Jude for closing Benediction followed by a baby shower in the Parish Hall for a Project Gabriel mother and a talk by Rita Diller, National Director of STOPP (Stop Planned Parenthood International).  For more information, please contact Joanne Underwood, 214.261.8499, 469.767.5785, or junderwood@prolifedallas.org. 
The Human Experience - The amazing documentary by our friends at Grassroots Films is coming to select theaters including one here in the Diocese of Fort Worth! Opening day was on April 9 at the Harkins Theatre 14 in Southlake. Please, come out and support a family friendly, life affirming film by Catholic film makers! The film’s Executive Producer, Joe Campo, along with Director, Charles "Chuck" Kinnane, will be at the Harkins Theatre in Southlake for a Q & A after the showings on Saturday, April 10, (5PM and 7:30PM showings) and also on Sunday, April 11, (2:30PM showing)! Opening weekend is very important for any film, but most especially for a film that is seeking to expand its market. This weekend will help determine not only if The Human Experience will stay in theaters, but whether or not it can expand to other theaters! So, PLEASE, come out, bring a friend and help spread the word!  Tickets are on sale now at www.seethx.com. May God give us strength as we continue to spread the message that all life is sacred from conception to natural death! Have a blessed week!  

In Christ, Erika 
SMG Fun Run….Running for Fitness, Faith and Fun
It’s time to start getting ready for the St. Maria Goretti Fun Run on Saturday, April 24.  Our theme is “Running for Fitness, Faith and Fun.”  We will have a 1 mile fun walk/run starting at 8AM and a 5K walk/run staring at 8:30AM. Come join us and help benefit St. Maria Goretti School and St. Maria Goretti physical education programs.  At St. Maria Goretti we understand and enable mental, spiritual and physical growth in our students. 
Come share in our commitment to our students and all students as we prepare them for life’s challenges.  Our SMG Fun Run is a fun way to contribute to your community and future.  
To register we have a registration table outside in the front of the Church April 10-11 after all the Masses or you can register on our website at www.smgrun.org. If you have any questions, please contact Jonathon Cortez at jonathan@cortezworld.com or 817.714.6076.

Consumer Alert
Parents should keep Children away from new Video Chat Web Site, Chatroulette.com

An increasingly popular web site poses a threat to Texas children by giving users – including dangerous sex offenders – an opportunity to conduct live video chats with randomly selected participants.
Armed with only a web camera and internet access, www.chatroulette.com users are paired with a random stranger for a video chat.  Neither a login nor registration is required before young users can be face-to-face with a total stranger.  Worse, users who simply click “next’ are shuffled to a new video chat partner. 
 	An undercover investigation by the Cyber Crimes Unit revealed starting results.  Nearly half of the randomly selected users encountered by Cyber Crimes investigators immediately exposed themselves and conducted sexually explicit acts on camera.
In light of the serious threat that children will be exposed to graphic sexual conduct, Texas parents should prohibit their children from accessing www.chatroulette.com.  Although site users are supposed to be a least 16 years old, the rule is not nearly enforced – which means parent preventative roles is particularly important.

 Attorney General Abbott reminds parents to closely monitor their children’s Internet activities by using the following safety tips:

· Place the computer in a public room at home so that parents can monitor their children’s Internet use. Do not allow computers in a child’s bedroom or permit the use of web cameras.
· Make sure children know never to agree to a face-to-face meeting with someone they meet online and never to divulge personal information to an Internet stranger.
· Stay informed.  Surf the Internet with children or at least talk to them about the web sites they are visiting.  
· Establish ground rules for children’s Internet usage, including the hours they may surf and kinds of web sites they may visit.  Post the rules near the computer.
Greg Abbott
Attorney General of Texas


Youth Announcements

GOT DOUBTS?
If you are like Thomas and have doubts about your faith, you are NOT the only one!  Bring your doubts and questions to SNL this Sunday (April 11- CAFETORIUM 6PM-8PM) discover what REAL faith, friendship and fun is all about with your fellow teens! 
FRISBEE FOOTBALL
 If you’re dying to get out of the house, let’s play Frisbee football!  Wear your STINKY sneakers, bring a bottle of water, and meet at SMG soccer field (Wednesday; 6-8 pm)
THANK YOU to all SOUP SUPPER HELPERS!
Thank you teens for serving our parishioners with your beautiful smiles during Lent!
Thank you parishioners for sharing your delicious soup and donating to our youth group fund.     
 Because of your generosity, our youth group raised $381.79! THANK YOU! 
THANK YOU GARDEN CLUB
Thank you Garden Club members for your generous donation of $225 toward the Confirmation Retreat!  May your hearts bloom with joy as you continue to plant the seeds of God’s righteousness! 
SMG PARENTS ROCK!
Thank you parents for donating $203 for the youth house and $504 for the Confirmation T-shirts! WOW! Thank you for your love and support!

Come Home…
For those of us who may have Catholic family members and friends who no longer come to Church, please refer them to the website www.catholicscomehome.org   It’s short and sweet, inspiring goose bumps.  And think of this as one more form of evangelization which all Catholic people, by the Grace of our Sacraments, are called to share the Good News of the fullness of Truth contained in the Catholic faith.

Journey with us to the Shrines of France
[image: http://vultus.stblogs.org/Margherita%20Sacro%20Cuore.jpeg]St. Margaret Mary Alacoque was a Visitation sister who, at the age of 20, began experiencing  visions of Christ.  In these visions, He gave her revelations of His immense Love for humanity.  He chose St. Margaret Mary as the person to spread devotion to His Sacred Heart (which burned with love for all people).  St. Faustina’s revelations of the Divine Mercy also reflects God’s love and constant invitation to us.   In October 2010, you are invitied to make a pilgrimage to various shrines in France.  We will be celebrating at many holy sites such as at the shrine of St. John Vianney in Ars; the chapel in Paray-Le-Monial where Our Lady appeared to St. Margaret Mary Alacoque; Lisieux, home of St. Thérèse, the Little Flower; and the beaches of Normandy.  As always, the price of the pilgrimage will be all inclusive (except for lunches and beverages) so we will not have to worry about tipping, tickets or other hidden costs.  Contact the parish office for an itinerary and registration form.


Diocesan Singles Retreat: Walking with Jesus 
May 7-9 early Mother’s Day Weekend
Catholic Renewal Center (by Nolan High School)
Friday 7:30Pm to Sunday 11AM
There will be sharing and interactive sessions to build your spirit and your energy.  Welcome God into your life and bring peace. There is a “break” in the program Saturday evening for those with Mother’s Day plans.  Cost is $70 until April 22 following that date $80.  Forms are on line at www.dioc.org pull down Ministries to Singles Ministry from the main page.  Send in your form and payment. For more information, contact Susan at 817.346.8023.

All singles are welcome to join the ministry and participate as you are able.

Mike Wuller,
Diocesan Singles Council Coordinator
817.292.9169
fwdscmw@earthlink.net


Names of the Dead
Source: Defense Department

Jesus died for your SOUL; a soldier dies for your FREEDOM.

[image: MCj03098440000[1]]Please place these names on your refrigerator or put them in a prayer book.   May they rest in peace.  The total number of fatalities in Afghanistan for the US is 1,037.  The total number of fatalities for the war in Iraq is 4,388 for the US.   † The Department of Defense has identified the following American service members who have died in the Iraq War and around Afghanistan.  Confirmed are the following deaths:  Pfc. Raymond N. PACLEB, 31, US Army, Honolulu, Hawaii.  L.Cpl. Curtis M. SWENSON, 20, US Marine, Rochester, Minnesota. Sergeant Frank J. A. WORLD, 25, US Marine, Buffalo, New York.  L. Cpl. Tyler O. GRIFFIN, 19, US Marine, Voluntown, Connecticut.  Lieutenant  Miroslav ZILBERMAN, 31, US Navy, Columbus, Ohio.  Staff Sergeant st, Scott W. BRUNKHOR, 25, US Army, Fayetteville, North Carolina.  Private 1st Class James L. MILLER, 21, US Army, Yakima, Washington.  L. Cpl. Randy M. HECK, 20, US Marine, Steubenville, Ohio.

COURAGE
Courage D/FW, a spiritual Group for those striving to live chaste lives in accordance with Catholic teaching on homosexuality, meets every 2nd and 4th Friday evening.  Call 972.938.5433 or email couragedfw@catholic.org

Do you have problems with on-line pornography?
Go to www.savior.org web site for “real time” opportunities for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Click to “make a visit,” even if only for a minute or two OR just hunker down and spend some prayer time conversing and listening to Christ in the Eucharist.  There is a DEVOTIONAL link too, with prayers available to assist in soul nourishment.  Pass it along; it’s called evangelization!
Ulster Project Golf Tournament
Monday - April 19th 1PM Shotgun Start
Great Southwest Golf Club
$320 Team Entry of Four; Singles $95
Lunch, Dinner, and raffle prizes 
Call Arlene Smith for reservations 817.478.4382

Arlington League of Women Voters
Candidates Forum, Arlington City Council, AISD School Board and Tarrant county college Board
Monday, April 19 doors open at 6:30PM 
AISD Administration Building
1203 W. Pioneer Parkway, Arlington
Be an informed voter on May 8!  Attend this FREE public forum!
FREE Voters Guide on line at www.lwvarlington-tx.org

Church Activities Calendar
Monday, April 12
  9:00AM-Brown Bag Bunch - St. Maria Center
  6:00PM-Youth Ministry Confirmation - SMG School RM #7A
  7:00PM-Cenacles for Life- Church
  7:00PM-Leisure Club Board Meeting - HFLC Hope Room
  7:30PM-Boy Scouts - St. Maria Center
   	Tuesday, April 13
  7:00PM-Ulster Project - St. Francis Room
  7:30PM-Contemporary Choir - Church/Music Room
               	Wednesday, April 14
  4:00PM-Yoga - HFLC Hope Room
  5:30PM-Angelus Choir - Music Room
  6:00PM-Serra Club - St. Maria Center 
  6:00PM-Youth Ministry - Padre Pio House
  7:00PM-First Communion Parent Meeting - Cafetorium
  7:00PM-St. Cecilia Singers - Music Room
  7:30PM-Catholic Scripture Study - HFLC Meeting Rooms
Thursday, April 15
  10:00AM-Morning Joys - HFLC St. Francis Room
   7:00PM-RCIA- St. Maria Center
   7:30PM-Adult choir - Music Room
            	Friday, April 16
   1:00PM-All Things Possible Campaign - HFLC Hope Room
               	Saturday, April 17
   9:00AM-First Communion - Church/Cafetorium
   9:00AM-Tai Chi Class - St. Maria Center
   9:00AM-Cardinal Newman Institute - HFLC St. Francis Room
 11:30AM-Knights of Columbus - HFLC
                Sunday, April 18
  8:30AM-Adult Choir - Music Room
  9:00AM-Religious Education - SMG School
10:30AM-St. Cecilia Singers - Music Room
12:30PM-Contemporary Choir - Music Room
  5:00PM-Youth Ministry - Great Hall/School Library/St. Maria Center
  6:00PM-SNL-Cafetorium/Church/SMG School
  7:00PM-Men’s 30+ Basketball - Great Hall
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