The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                       February 14, 2010 

St. Maria Goretti Catholic Church			                         Arlington, Texas
From the Pastor
Fr. Jim Gigliotti, T.O.R.  
Happy Valentine’s Day everyone!  

The Sunday Sabbath Celebration surpasses the feting of a Saint’s day always.  But since St. Valentine’s Day is such a part of the main stream culture, it seems indecent to ignore it!  When I was growing up, prior to the Second Vatican Council, St. Valentine was celebrated as an actual feast on February 14th.   During the Pontificate of Pope Paul VI, an investigation into the history of the lives of the Saints was initiated.  Two popular Saints even in popular culture, Sts. Valentine and Christopher (Patron Saint of Travelers) were eliminated from the liturgical calendar.  This is because of their obscurity due to antiquity with little verification towards proof of their actual existence.  So, Sts. Cyril and Methodius, the “Apostles to the Slavs” is the focus of February 14th officially in the Church.  But in our culture, it continues to be a special (and marketable) day for those in love, or at least, fond of each other.
St. Valentine, according to medieval book of stories on early Christian saints, was imprisoned by the emperor Claudius II for converting people to Christianity.  St. Valentine preached that Christ was the “one true and only Light.” St. Valentine’s jailer had a blind daughter and challenged him to pray for her cure.  The girl was miraculously cured and the entire family converted to Christianity.  Another legend: While St. Valentine was awaiting execution in jail, he wrote a note of instruction, affection and encouragement to the Christian community in Rome.  And yet another says St. Valentine performed marriages in spite of Claudius II’s law against all marriages and engagements.  This defense of the sacredness of marriage earned St. Valentine the role of patron of courting couples, the affianced and married couples. 
The little we do know of St. Valentine is that he was a humble third century priest who was martyred (hence, the color RED for Martyrdom) in one of the many early persecutions of the Catholic Church.  There is little explanation in history books as to how he became the lover’s Saint, other than the possibility that the Church decided to use his death to compete with the Roman holiday, Lupercalia.  It was a pagan festival which featured a ritual similar to our old box socials.  On the Roman holiday, girls’ names were placed in a box and boys drew them out.  As a result, they were entitled to the young lady’s companionship for the holiday.  Old Ben Franklin, the originator of the postal system, probably did more for the popularization of exchanging valentines than anyone.  Low postal rates in the 18th century made it possible for young men and women to exchange sentiments by mail, an opportunity particularly appealing to secret admirers or those imbued with Captain John Smith-like shyness when it came to expressing matters of the heart.  As a matter of fact, the earliest forms of etiquette for this day held that MOST valentine’s were sent, left, dropped by a SECRET ADMIRER, which only added to the romance and titillations of the pursuit.  Now, of course, it’s a marketer’s dream and a florist’s manic nightmare.  It’s a shame they’ve dropped, for the most part, the important word SAINT when advertising (St.) Valentine’s Day.  But in these secular times, we’d be told it’s cheaper to print since the cost goes by the number of letters!
It’s the 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time and this Wednesday begins Lent with ASH WEDNESDAY.  Beginning Lent with the Eucharist and ashes is an excellent way of “marketing” our identity as Christian Catholics who know who we are as Catholics, and proud of it!  I remember a former parishioner in Florida who was quite shaken by the anti-Catholic sentiment he elicited by wearing his ashes to his University classes that February day.  His first Professor ORDERED him from the classroom, telling him to wash his face as this was a secular institute not to be “mixed” with “Catholic stuff.”  He did what was asked and then furious with himself for the rest of the day.  He realized how timid he was about his Catholic faith, and appalled with himself.  Sitting in that same classroom were head-covered Muslim women and Hassidic Jews with their black hats and forelocks.  The instructor did not dare upbraid them for wearing signs of their creeds.  Catholics are always easy targets.  
Still, Luke’s Gospel gives the “Sermon on the Plain” today, having Jesus teaching the Beatitudes on a “level place” as HE describes what it is to belong to His Kingdom.  Read them, hear them closely today and write them on your heart, as Jeremiah 31:31 told the Old Testament people that’s where THE LAW should be written.  Live…heartfelt.  This gracious attitude from our hearts can change your immediate world for the better, which is not just an idea to entertain.  This is the mandate from the Gospel, our Baptisms and the Creed we profess during Mass. But back to St. Valentine’s Day, with all due respect to Saint Cyril and Methodius, I thought I’d include a little something for the BROTHERS in the congregation, who might be at a loss as to proper conduct in one’s social life.  This again comes from HOW TO BE A GENTLEMAN – A TIMELY GUIDE TO TIMELESS MANNERS by John Bridges.  This is available at Joan Ross’s FORGET ME NOTS store at the Brownstone Village, 2408 West Abram Street, Arlington, 817.275.8990.  www.brownstonevillage.com (By the way, there are 80 shops under one roof at this place, and a Mexican restaurant Fr. Mike insists is “to die for”!)
Here it is:  “The Art of the Social Kiss”…
A gentleman knows that a social kiss is not an erotic experience.  It expresses the mildest sort of affection.  It happens quickly and means hardly more than a handshake.  A social kiss is shared only among people who are already friends.  It is never offered in a business situation. A gentleman always waits for the woman to initiate a social kiss.  If she leans toward him, he turns his cheek toward her lips, and she graces him with a light, brushing kiss.  She does not linger in giving the kiss.  Neither does he dawdle in accepting it.  He may place on hand on her shoulder.  If a woman’s lipstick leaves a smudge on a gentleman’s face, he does not wipe it away in her presence.  Instead, he bears it, even if briefly, as a badge of honor, wiping it away later with his handkerchief. 
 Some more tidbits:  A gentleman does not smooch, make-out or engage in any intimate behavior in a public place.  When a gentleman is in the company of a woman --- weather she is his mother, his wife, his date, his boss, or his friend --- and they are walking through a crowded room, he walks slightly behind her.  When a gentleman is walking on a sidewalk with a female, no matter the relationship, he walks on the outside, next to the street.  This comes from former times when roads may not have been paved and mud/water, dust could be blown up from the street.  The gentleman would bear the brunt of the mess, sparing the lady.  If a gentleman recognizes friends or acquaintances at other tables in a restaurant, he feels free to greet them, but only in the least intrusive way possible.  He may stop by their table to greet them cordially, but he does not interrupt their dinner or their conversation for long. If friends stand up to greet him when he stops by their table, a gentleman urges them immediately to return to their seats.  For a calm setting anywhere at any time, WHENEVER possible, a gentleman stays away from sore subjects.  In matters of politics or religion, a gentleman does not assume that everyone believes what he believes.  And if someone gets feisty at your blank look after being questioned “Have you been saved?”  Tell them YES, you are being saved EVERY DAY and move on.  Don’t do what I did one smart allecky way and continue with, “But I’m not sure about you.”  It sort of spoils the nice Valentine’s Day mood of the kind heart.  Believe me; I know.
A blessed feast of Saints Cyril and Methodius to us all, and may the Good Lord, and St. Valentine bless us this happy Sixth Sunday of Ordinary time.  A Blessed Lent to us all.
Love,
Fr. Jim

Stewardship is what
 I do after I say, “I believe.”
January 31, 2010

Envelope Contents			$   13,684
Loose Collection				$     4,645
Credit Card 		                                $             0
Total Collection				$   18,329

Special Collection Appeal for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe 
There are great needs for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe. Some parishes still need a proper place to celebrate Mass; some Diocese cannot maintain necessary social and charitable works; most cannot support basic pastoral work. On Ash Wednesday, we ask you to donate generously to the special second collection for the Church in Central and Eastern Europe.
Marriage Banns
Cecil A. Valesquez & Leah A. Lopez
Baptism
Congratulations to the parents of Colin Duy Hoang who was baptized on Sunday, February 7, 2010.  

Votive Lights 
The week of February 14, 2010 
In Loving Memory of Connie & Ed Meffen by Mike & Susan Thomas;
In Loving Memory of Celia Ciccarelli by her Niece and Family;
Special Intentions for Fr. Jonathon Wallis’ Grandparents;
Special Intentions for Healing for my Brother, Max, by his Sister and Family;
In Thanksgiving to the Sacred Heart of Jesus;
In Loving Memory of our daughter Barbara Anne Cuff by her Family;
In Loving Memory of Alice Breault by George Breault;
Special Intentions for Theresa Buck and Family by Berta Lou Eaves;
In Loving Memory of Claude LaFollette by Cindy.
The Sanctuary Light will burn for the month of February in Loving Memory of Doan Demonia Daniel by her parents, Lawrence & Emma Daniel.  If you need more information or have questions in regards to votive candles or would like to reserve a candle, please contact Marge Cuff at 817.460.5646 or Cindy Alford in the parish office (calford@smgparish.org).

Mass Schedule/Mass Intentions
Saturday, February 13 – Weekday	
Readings:       1 Kgs 12:26-32;13:33-34  Ps 106:6-7b,19-22  Mk 8:1-10
5:30PM	† Ross Porter by Eleanor & Family
	† Bill & Pauline Buicko by Alexandra & Scott Weber
Sunday, February 14 – SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Readings:      Jer 17:5-8  Ps 1:1-4,6  1 Cor 15:12,16-20  Lk 6:17,20-26
Blest are they who trust and hope in the Lord.  Blest are they who are poor and who endure insult, for their reward shall be great: eternal life.          
 7:30AM	† Ernest Sonny Cruz by his Parents
	† Doan D. Daniel by Charlie & Jeanne Daniel
 9:00AM	† Barbara Cuff by Rosalie Scottino
	† Harry Kalina by Betty Berger
11:00AM	† Carlos & Lolita Nogueira-Martins by their Daughter & Family
	Parishioners of St. Maria Goretti Church  
  1:00PM	† Paul Ricca by Burt & Marie Ising 
	† Janet Stoll Laws by her Parents
Monday, February 15 –Weekday
Readings:	Jas 1:1-11  Ps 119:67-68,71-72,75-76  Mk 8:11-13
  8:00AM	† Harry Kalina by Margorie Kellermeier
	† Mary Martin Pinkerton by Jerry & Vicki Hauck
Tuesday, February 16 – Weekday
Readings:	Jas 1:12-18  Ps 94:12-13a,14-15,18-19  Mk 8:14-21   
  8:00AM 	† Harry Kalina by Marcel, Annie, Lois Kalina
	† Mary Martin Pinkerton by Rosalie Scottino 
Lent Begins
Wednesday, February 17 – ASH WEDNESDAY
Readings:	Jl 2:12-18  Ps 51:3-6b,12-14,17  2 Cor 5:20-6:2  Mt 6:1-6,16-18    
  8:00AM	† Harry Kalina by Terry Timberlake
	† Mary Martin Pinkerton by Sal & Janet Pocai
10:00AM	† John Benanti by Mary Van Beckum
	† Mary Louise Johnson by Kenneth Coffman Family
12:00PM	† Paul Ricca by Ted & Mary Stoycos
	† Doan D. Daniel by her Parents
  6:30PM	† Harry Kalina by the Leisure Club
	† Kathleen Kiefhaber by Woman’s Guild
Thursday, February 18 – Lenten Weekday 
Readings:	Dt 30:15-20  Ps 1:1-4,6  Lk 9:22-25
  8:00AM	† Mrs. H. V. Fower by Family
	† Mary Kalina by Family
Friday, February 19 – Lenten Weekday 
Readings:	Is 58:1-9a  Ps 51:3-6b,18-19  Mt 9:14-15  
  8:00AM	† Harry Kalina by Edna Tompkins
	† Doan D. Daniel by Charlie & Jeanne Daniel
Saturday, February 20 – Lenten Weekday	
Readings:       Is 58:9b-14  Ps 86:1-6  Lk 5:27-32
5:30PM	† Harry Kalina by Eleanor Porter
	† Alvin Patterson by Woman’s Guild
Sunday, February 21 – FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Readings:      Dt 26:4-10  Ps 91:1-2,10-15  Rom 10:8-13  Lk 4:1-13
Moses recounts great events of salvation history which find their fulfillment in Jesus Christ.  We confess Him to be Lord, for God raised Him from the dead.  He is ever faithful, resisting temptation to forsake His Father’s mission, trusting in God’s love.           
 7:30AM	† Dean Dolejsi by Family
	† Antoinette Coscia by Harry Heinkele
 9:00AM	Parishioners of St. Maria Goretti Church
	Aaron Moran by Carol Smith
11:00AM	In Thanksgiving for Favors by Linus Amaechi
	† Paul Ricca by Rosalie Scottino  
  1:00PM	† Iqbal Inayat by Family 
	† Mary Martin Pinkerton by John & Delores Deller

Ash Wednesday Mass Schedule
Wednesday, February 17, 2010:  
Mass/Ashes	  8:00AM
		10:00AM (with SMG School)
		12:00PM
		  6:30PM 
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Solidarity will 
            transform the world
For 35 years Catholic Relief Services’ Operation Rice Bowl has offered Catholics in the US ways to connect with brothers and sisters overseas. CRS is motivated by the example of Jesus Christ to assist the poor and suffering in more than 100 countries.  Catholic Relief Services is an official international humanitarian agency of the US Catholic community.  Please plan, this Lenten Season to participate in Operation Rice Bowl.  Rice Bowls will be distributed after all the Masses on the First Sunday of Lent.  

Stations of the Cross
Stations of the Cross is held every Thursday at 7PM throughout Lent beginning Thursday, February 18, priests and members of our community lead us through the 14 stations. Please join us!

The Law of Fast and Abstinence   
The National Conference of Catholic Bishops has determined that the following practices shall prevail in the United States: Fast and abstinence are to be observed by all those who have celebrated their 18th birthday and have not yet celebrated their 60th birthday on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.  Abstinence from meat is to be observed on the Fridays of Lent by all who have celebrated their 14th birthday. The Church recognizes that there are chronically or seriously ill individuals who cannot fast or abstain.  The Church still calls for these individuals to participate in acts of penance and works of charity.  These can be performed throughout the week; however, it is especially appropriate that these acts be performed on Fridays in place of the Friday fast. No one can be dispensed from the necessity of doing penance.

Gift of the Paschal Candle
Would you like to donate the 2009 Paschal Candle in honor or in memory of a loved one? The candles are used all year at Baptisms or at funerals.  If you are interested, please contact Cindy in the Parish Office.  

Join “Why Catholic?”
Why Catholic? is a small group community designed to learn more about one’s own personal faith through the Catechism.  We will be starting the next six sessions beginning at Lent.  If no one has invited you to join a Why Catholic? group, please consider this to be your personal invitation to come and join us. We have sessions in the fall and in the spring, but you can join anytime.  If you would like to sign up, have questions or comments, please contact John Cox.  Why Catholic group sessions will be starting on Sunday, February 14, (the Sunday before Lent), and continuing throughout the Lenten Season.  

RCIA
What does Lent have to do with those becoming Catholic?
In Lent, RCIA participants move into the final period of preparation for the Sacraments. They have been nourished by the graces of various Liturgical Rites throughout the RCIA process, which have helped them to embrace God’s call. In Lent, God pours purifying and enlightening graces upon them, through the spiritual preparation they receive in RCIA sessions, the special Rites that mark the Sundays of Lent and the prayers offered for them by the faithful.
How should the RCIA process encourage all Catholics to enter into Lent more deeply?
The Church, in the RCIA process, calls this proximate time immediately preceding initiation the period of “Purification and Enlightenment” for those in the RCIA process. That is what Lent is meant to be for all of us, who are already receiving the graces poured out through the Sacraments of the Church. The Church calls us to reflect on our own baptismal graces, through prayer, penance, and almsgiving. We are also called to pray for those who are approaching the Easter Sacraments of Initiation. We are called to examine our lives through increased prayer and penitential practice; identify sins that keep us from becoming holy; purify ourselves through the sacrament of Reconciliation; and express our gratitude to God through the love of the poor by giving from our material and spiritual bounty.  Throughout Lent we enter into the Passion of Jesus Christ. We turn our hearts and minds in prayer to our own Way of the Cross, we call our own wounds by name, and we give them to the Divine Healer. When we behold the empty tomb at Easter we can be filled with joy, believing with complete certainty that those chains that bind us have been broken, and that life, not death is our birth right.

The Pledge of Allegiance The Knights of Columbus was the leading proponent of the 1954 additional words “under God” to the Pledge of Allegiance.  U.S. Knights began including the words “under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance in 1951 after the organization’s board of directors adopted a resolution mandating that the amended pledge be formally recite din each of its 750 Fourth Degree assemblies. A year later, the Supreme Council adopted a resolution that urged Congress and the White House to add the words “under God’ to the pledge.  Supreme Knight Luke Hart, who was also president of the National Fraternal Congress, persuaded the other 110 fraternal societies to support the resolution as well. The Pledge of Allegiance was formally amended by Congress and signed into law by President Dwight Eisenhower on Flag Day, June 14, 1954.  In a letter following the action, President Eisenhower thanked Supreme Knight Hart of the K of C’s work in making the addition of the words “under God, “to the Pledge a reality. Today the Order is directly involved in defending the Pledge against the most recent legal challenges to its constitutionality.  In 2005, atheist Michael Newdow, who’s earlier lawsuit had been rejected yet the U.S. Supreme Court because he lacked standing, filed a new challenge with a number of co-plaintiffs.  He asked the U.S. District Court in Sacramento, CA to declare the Pledge unconstitutional because it contains the words “under God.” The Knight of Columbus and seven individual Knights and their families sought and were granted permission to join the suit as defendant-interveners.  In 2006, the District Court ruled against the Pledge, and the Knights immediately appealed the decision to the U.S. Court of Appeals of the Ninth Circuit.  Oral arguments in the case were heard by a panel of the Ninth Circuit in San Francisco on Tuesday, December 4, 2007.  As of October 1, 2009, the court had still not issued a decision.  On October 31, 2007 Newdow filed a similar lawsuit against the school system in Hanover, NH, this time on behalf of the Freedom from Religion Foundation and several local plaintiffs.  Once again the Knights of Columbus sought and received permission from the court to become defendant-interveners.  On September 30, 2009, U.S. District Judge Steven McAuliffe ruled that the Pledge of Allegiance – including the words “under God” did not violate the Constitution, and dismissed the case.  Judge McAuliffe held that the Pledge “neither advances nor inhibits religion” and does not foster excessive government involvement with religion.” It was, he said, “Enacted to enhance instruction in the nation’s history and foster a sense of patriotism.”  On October 24, 2009, Newdow filed a notice of appeal of the NH case to the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals of the First Circuit.

Every confirmed Catholic man 19 years of age and older, should build on Baptismal grace and join the Knights of Columbus.

First Reconciliation:  Saturday, February 6, 2010
Congratulations to all the Students who made their First Confession on Saturday!  We are so proud of you; God bless you.
Edoardo Accenti, Brooklyn Aholt,  Jacqueline Alvarado,  Stephanie Alvarado,  Christopher Anderson, Stephen Anderson, Alexa Arguello, Isabel Arrazola, Samuel Auten, Marcus Avalos, Megan Banh, Raegan Barton, Claudia Barzyk, Ashley Benson, Joanna Betancourt, Atticus Bradley, Andrew Breclaw, Ximena Camacho, Molly Campbell, Gabriel Campos, Paul Capps, Kacie Caro, Isabella Casey, Lily Chavira, Jeremy Chenevert, Austin Christian, Brandon Christian, Kyle Christian, Kevin Classo, Dylan Conti, Ilene Corella, Izak Corella, Isabella Cortez, Zoe Coskey, Christina Cross, Dominic Cunningham, Erik Cura, Kyla Deal,  Alexander Doudna, Andrea Doudna, Anne Emrich, Ronald Emrich, Mirco Espinosa, Nelly Espinoza, Jantz Fernandez, Joshua Fox, Marcos Franco, Susan Fuentes, Kalyssa Gonzales, William Harp, Owen Harper, Christiane Hill, Samuel Horn, Dane Hubbard, Ashley Huston, Mary Jones, Robert Karl, Christopher Keilholz, Patrick Landry, Dakota Lauer, Yasalina Leon, Alexander Little, Karson Lusty, Katherine MacPherson, Tatiana Madison, Joshua Martinez, Leslie Mata, Thomas Matsler, Carolyn McLean, Ethan Melendez, Isabella Mills, Aurenia Miranda, Ellise Moreno, Abigail Newman, Christopher Nguyen, Hao Nguyen, Thang Nguyen, Monica Nieto, Franklin Nwokoye, Austin O’Neil Laroche, Gabrielle Ontiveros, Matthew Paladini, Johanna Palomo, Amanda Paredes, Linden Patterson, Nathaniel Pelton, Ivett Perry, Erica Peters, Timothy Pollice, Elizabeth Proctor, Victoria Ramirez, Jordan Ratliff, Daniel Refi, Matthew Reyes, Jamie Rucker, Claudia Ruiz, Kathryn Saldivar, Brendan Schaefer, Gabriel Serna, Ethan Springfield, Cameron Starrett, Daniel Stoyak, Alyssa Tembrock, Gabriela Tijerina, Brianna Truong, Miranda Uranga, Caitlyn Valdez, Eliza Vidal, Luke Wagner, Clara Watts, David White, Nicholas White, Alexandra Wiesse, and Marcus Zavala

SCHOOL NEWS 
St. Maria Goretti Catholic School registration for the 2010-11 school years for SMG parish families begins on Tuesday, February 16 at 7:30am.   Families interested in a Catholic School education for their children may call the school office 817.275.5081 for registration information or to schedule a tour.   

ATTENTION ALL YOUTH!!!

EWWW!  YUCK!  WHO NEEDS LOVE? 
	         Don’t have plans for Valentine’s Day? YOU are invited to SUNDAY NIGHT LIVE! It’s going to be sweeeet! Make new friends, have some fun, and munch on yummy snacks!  Join us Sunday night in the Cafetorium from 6PM-8PM. 
TIME FOR A BREAK!
	Feeling overwhelmed by homework and projects? It’s time for break! Get out of the house and have some fun this Wednesday 6PM-7:30PM at the Padre Pio House. 
DEAR PARENTS:
	The youth group will host SOUP SUPPER on Thursdays during Lent in the Cafeteria.  We are in need of your help!  Would you like to make a pot of homemade soup?  Please contact Ha in the Youth Office at 817.274.0643 ext. 256 for more details. 

Music Ministry
Lenten Friday Fish Fry Tickets are now on sale through Wednesday, February 17, 2010.  The Fish Fry sponsored by our Music Ministry for the parish is scheduled for February 19 and March 19 this year from 5:30PM-7:30PM in the Cafetorium.  Tickets are still $7 for Adults and $5 for children 11 years and younger.  Please purchase tickets in advance so that we know how much to prepare; a few tickets will be available at the door; contact Freda Breed in the parish office for more information and ticket availability.  Dinners include fried fish, French fries, cole slaw, hushpuppies and drink.  Desserts are available for $1 per serving and take out is available.  Come join us for a meal and fellowship.  Proceeds benefit the St. Maria Goretti Music Ministry.

Respect Life: 24 hour Help Line 800.545.5935
Suffering From Abortion? Call 817.923.4757 or go to www.racheltx.org
Director: Erika Kalina 817.229.1522

Unfortunately in our culture we [are held] fast in a grip of deadly attitudes about human life, about the human person, especially in the moments of his or her beautiful but fragile beginnings and in the vulnerable times of old age and illness. There are some in our culture and in our country … who think that human civil institutions or some given human subject bestow the right to life. No! Not any of us can bestow the right to life. We can only recognize the right to life, uphold and defend it, and cherish its beauty.
      ~ Cardinal Daniel DiNardo, homily at the Opening Mass, National Vigil for Life, Jan. 21, 2010 

We are truly blessed that God has given the gift of life to each of us! Sadly, we live in a world where this most basic right is compromised daily as the most helpless in our society are left undefended. As Cardinal DiNardo said, life is indeed both beautiful and fragile. Christ is calling each and every one of us to be a witness to the beauty and sanctity of life! This we can do every day in our conversations at work or school, in the way we vote, and in our actions to change these 'deadly attitudes' into a culture that recognizes the intrinsic beauty of every human being. The season of Lent is fast approaching; I hope that each of you will prayerfully consider what more you can do in your daily routine to create a culture of life. If each of us were to truly commit ourselves to pray daily for the unborn, to speak out against this injustice, to even give of your time to go pray at abortion clinics, we would be amazed to see how many lives would be saved and hearts changed.  Praise God for each of you and what you already do to stand up for LIFE! Have a blessed week!

COURAGE
Courage D/FW, a spiritual Group for those striving to live chaste lives in accordance with Catholic teaching on homosexuality, meets every 2nd and 4th Friday evening.  Call 972.938.5433 or email couragedfw@catholic.org

Leisure Club News
	The next monthly meeting will be held on Friday, February 26 in the St. Maria Center.  The program will be Carl Wells reciting “Cowboy Poetry.”  The main dish is baked or fried fish.  Please bring your favorite salad or casserole dish to share.  Hospitality starts at 6PM with dinner serving at 6:30PM.  The group is open to anyone 50 years of age or older.  Join us!

BAN
Victims of Affairs
Extramarital affairs can impact many lives, yet the person reeling from the knowledge of a spouse's affair often feels very alone.  Beyond Affairs Network (BAN) provides a way for people dealing with a partner's affair to meet for mutual support.  Meetings are open to all whose spouse had an affair, whether or not the marriage survived and participants are guaranteed anonymity. Contact email address: arlingtonban@yahoo.com  Our next meeting will be on Monday, January 25 6PM in Room 5A of SMG School.  

Relax, Reflect, Renew
Begin the Lenten season spending time with our Lord while making a weekend retreat at Montserrat Retreat House.  St. Maria Goretti Women’s Retreat 2010 is March 4-7.  Patti Clement will be the Retreat Master.  Everyone is welcome! For more information or to make reservations call the Montserrat Retreat House at 940-321.6020 or contact Betsy Kalina at 817.275.0787 or Ceil Flores at 817.275.4818.

Ulster Project Arlington Presents: A night of Irish Music and Dance Performance
Behan and the McTaggart Dancers 
Saturday, February 20 at 7PM at St. Peter & St. Paul Church, 3900 Morris Lane in Arlington
$5 per person; $20 per Family; All proceeds benefit the Ulster Project

League of Women Voters of Arlington Host a Public Forum
2010 Census Impact on Tarrant County
Tuesday, February 16, 2010 – 7PM Westminster Presbyterian Church in Arlington

Christians in TEXAS
Public Acknowledgement of God – the use of the word “God” prayers, and the Ten commandments should be allowed at public gatherings and public educational institutions, as well as be permitted on government buildings and property – this is a for or against answer.  March 2, 2010 primary ballot – Proposition #4
[image: ]
Names of the Dead
Source: Defense Department
             Please place these names on your refrigerator or put them in a prayer book.   May they rest in peace. † The Department of Defense has identified the following American service members who have died in the Afghanistan war.  It confirmed the following deaths as of February 12, 2010:  Army Spc. Marc P. DECOTEAU, 19, Waterville Valley, NH.  Marine Lance Cpl. Michael L. FREEMAN Jr., 21, Fayetteville, PA.  Army Capt. David J. THOMPSON, 39, Hooker OK.  Sgt. 1st Class David J. HARTMAN, 27 Okinawa, Japan.  Sgt. 1st Class Matthew S. SLUSS-TILLER, 35, Callettsburg, KY.  Staff Sgt. Mark A. STETS, 39, El Cajon, CA.  Army Sgt. Dillon B. FOXX, 22, Traverse City, Mich.  Capt. Daniel WHITTEN, 28, Grimes, Iowa.  Pfc. Zachary G. LOVEJOY, 20, Albuquerque, NM.

All Things Possible Campaign Reception Dates:  
· Tuesday, February 23  - 7PM
· Wednesday, March 9 - 7PM
· Wednesday, March 10 - 1PM & 7PM
· Tuesday, April 6 - 7PM
· Wednesday, April 7 - 1PM & 7PM
Church Activities Calendar
Monday, February 15
 9:00AM-Brown Bag Bunch - St. Maria Center
 6:00PM-Youth Ministry Confirmation Class - SMG School RM# 7A
 7:00PM-Cenacles for Life - Church
 7:30PM-Boy Scouts - St. Maria Center
   	Tuesday, February 16
  7:30PM-Knights of Columbus - St. Maria Center
  7:30PM-Contemporary Choir - Music Room/Church
               	Wednesday, February 17
  8:30AM-SMG Garden Club - St. Maria Center  
  4:00PM-Yoga - Hope Room
  6:00PM-Youth Ministry - Padre Pio House
  7:00PM-Wednesday Night Volleyball - HFLC Great Hall
Thursday, February 18
10:00AM-Morning Joys - HFLC St. Francis Room
   7:00PM-Stations of the Cross - Church
   7:00PM-RCIA- St. Maria Center
   7:30PM-Adult Choir - Music Room/Church
   7:30PM-Youth Ministry - Cafetorium
         	Friday, February 19
   5:30PM - Fish Fry - Cafetorium
               	Saturday, February 20
  9:00AM-Tai Chi Class - Cafetorium
                Sunday, February 21
  8:30AM-Adult Choir - Music Room
  9:15AM-Religious Education - SMG School  
10:30AM-St. Cecilia Singers - Music Room
12:30PM-Contemporary Choir - Music Room
  5:00PM-Youth Group - HFLC Great Hall
  6:00PM-Youth SNL - SMG School
  6:30PM-RCIA - HFLC Hope Room
  7:00PM-Men’s 30+ Basketball - HFLC Great Hall
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